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PROGRAMS OF STUDY
BACHELOR OF ARTS IN NATIVE STUDIES LEADERSHIP

SKILLS OF LEADERSHIP
In Coast Salish territory, the people of pre-contact times lived in highly complex social and family structures. �is required individ-
uals and family groups to  exercise extensive e�ective communication. Every leader was multilingual in order to communicate and 
collaborate with their neighbors. �is remains true today. Students who aspire to become leaders in their own communities will 
bring their ancestors’ skills from traditional times into contemporary se�ings to achieve strong and sound sovereignty.

Upon successful completion of this program, students will:

• Demonstrate e�ective communication in diverse situations, both verbally and non-verbally, in ways that are appropriate to   our 
culture(s).

• Demonstrate the ability to speak on behalf of their Tribal communities without expressing individual self-interest.

VALUES
�e Coast Salish people have values that are imprinted from an early age. �ese values of endurance, honor, integrity, respect, and 
humility allow leaders to make informed decisions based on quality knowledge that supports Indigenousness, sovereignty, and the 
protection of our homelands.

Upon successful completion of this program, students will:

Adhere to traditional values by making quality decisions that defend cultural knowledge, Tribal communities, and traditional 
homelands. �is is demonstrated through use of the values:
• Honor and integrity
• Respect

Take an active approach to community building by participating in service learning projects. �is is demonstrated   
through the use of the values:

•  Endurance
•  Humility

KNOWLEDGE
�e Coast Salish are very intentional in teaching foundational knowledge to their young leaders. In this program, students develop 
the ability to di�erentiate between their inherent birthright and the acquired rights conferred by the federal government.

Upon successful completion of this program, students will:

• Advocate for their inherent rights based on the origin stories and traditional knowledge that is passed down through the lan-
guage.

• Examine, or inspect acquired rights by interpreting, analyzing, and evaluating treaties, federal law and policy as they apply to 
Indian Country.

WORLD VIEW
Traditional Coast Salish leaders made great sacri!ces to defend their inherent sovereignty. �rough the language and teachings of 
their elders, these leaders developed skills, values, and knowledge that ensured the survival of our inherent rights.

Upon successful completion of this program, students will:

• Apply and defend the two guiding principles of Indigenousness and sovereignty.
• Embrace the skills, values, and knowledge that re"ect our traditional ideology which allows us to be inherently sovereign.

PROGRAM OUTCOMES
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